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A EUCHARIST IN THE CELTIC TRADITION 

ABOUT THIS LITURGY 

Spirituality is about how we are connected to that which is greater than ourselves, how we are 
connected to one another, to creation, and to the creator. Using contemporary language and idioms, 
from a variety of sources, this service expresses an understanding of spirituality inspired by the 
Celtic traditions that been handed down and adapted since the days when Christianity was brought 
to the Celts by St. Patrick and others around 432 AD. 

There is no known genuine historic Celtic Liturgy that reflects the Celtic Spirituality that we know 
today. The Stowe Missal, also known as the Lorrha Missal, which is sometimes is referred to a Celtic 
Liturgy is in reality a mostly Latin Rite used in the early Irish Church. However, it represents Roman 
theology rather than Celtic theology.  

J. Philip Newell contrasts Celtic from Mediterranean Traditions in his book, Celtic Benediction 
Morning and Night Prayer:  

Celtic spirituality is marked by the belief that what is deepest in us is the image of God. Sin has 
distorted that image but not erased it. The Mediterranean tradition, in its doctrine of original sin 
has taught that what is deepest in us is our sinfulness… we define ourselves in terms of our ugliness 
of our failing instead of the beauty of our origins. The second major characteristic of the Celtic 
tradition is a belief in the essential goodness of creation… it is regarded in essence as an expression 
of God. The Mediterranean tradition, on the other hand, has tended towards a separation of spirit 
and matter, and thus distanced the mystery of God from the matter of creation. 

In Celtic spirituality there is no separation of sacred and secular, all things and experiences speak to 
us of the mystery of God the creator who is incarnate in all people and things. God hasn’t created 
and abandoned creation to live in some distant heaven but is present in everything and in every 
moment. Two translations of the first line of the Lord’s Prayer express these two viewpoints. 
Contrast the traditional translation; “Our Father who art in heaven,” with the translation by the Rev. 
Jim Cotter, an English Anglican priest made popular in the New Zealand prayerbook, “Loving God, 
in whom is heaven.” The second creates an image of God not simply inhabiting all things, but all 
things “being in God” which seems to be at the heart of Celtic spirituality. We do not worship 
creation, but rather in awe of the beauty of creation we reverence it in our stewardship of it and 
worship its Creator.  

Celtic spirituality is also highly relationship focused. At the heart of the Creator is the relationship of 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, or in contemporary idiom, Creator, Redeemer, and Life-Giver. God is 
in relationship with God’s self and subsequently all of creation. Human community is seen not 
simply the community gathered but all of humanity past, present, and future, we all exist in the 
timeless now, “hid with Christ in God.” And so, at the beginning of this service, we remember the 
whole company of heaven with whom we gather at every Eucharist. 

This liturgy was inspired and derived from a variety sources, from places as diverse as the Iona 
Community in Scotland, the Anglican church of New Zealand and communities in between. The 
basic outline of the service was crafted by the Celtic community at St. Michael’s Episcopal church, 
Colorado Springs while I was serving as their interim rector in 2019. It has subsequently been 
updated and edited to reflect the seasons of the church year. In the spirit that it was created I invite 
you to use, edit, delete, and adapt it to your community’s needs. 

Rob Voyle 
Director, The Appreciative Way. 
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A LENTEN EUCHARIST IN THE CELTIC TRADITION  

 

THE GATHERING  

Please stand at the sound of the bell. The people’s responses are in bold throughout this bulletin. 

Celebrant Welcome to this holy place,  
People  A house of prayer for many; a home to all who come.  

Celebrant Welcome to this gathering place,  
People  Friend and stranger, saint and sinner, all are welcome.  

Celebrant Welcome to this timeless place, 
People  We join with Angels and Archangels and all the saints, to worship God. 

The three candles on the altar are lit 

Celebrant We light a light in the name of God, 
People  Who is the Creator of all that is seen and unseen. 

Celebrant Let us worship the God who ordered the heavens and earth. 
People  Hallowed be God’s Name. 

Celebrant We light a light in the name of the Risen and Ascended Son, 
People  Who has taken our humanity into the heart of God. 

Celebrant Let us worship the God who makes all things new. 

People  Hallowed be God’s Name. 

Celebrant We light a light in the name of the Spirit, 
People  Whose presence makes all creation holy. 

Celebrant Let us worship God, the giver of life. 
People  Hallowed be God’s Name. 

Celebrant Blessed Trinity, Creator, Redeemer, and Life-Giver, we gather in your presence with 
the whole company of heaven, angels, archangels, apostles, saints, martyrs, the holy 
people who gathered in this area in centuries past, those in our hearts, and those 
known only to you. Send forth your Spirit to inspire our hearts as we join with the 
whole company of heaven in our worship of you.  

People   Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE  Rich in Mercy  

 You O God are rich in mercy:  
  out of the great love with which you loved us. 
 Even when we were dead through our sins: 
  you made us alive together with Christ. 
 You raised us up in union with him: 
  and made us sit with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
 So that you might show the immeasurable riches of your grace:  
  in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus. 
 By your Spirit at work within us; 
  you do far more abundantly than all we ask or think. 
 To you be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus: 
 through all generations for ever and ever. Amen.  
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Alternatively if the service is conducted in the evening the Phos Hilaron would be appropriate  
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  Phos Hilaron 

 O gracious Light, 
 pure brightness of the ever-living God in Heaven, 
 O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

 Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
 and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
 we sing your praises. O blessed God: 

 Sun of our night, and light of our day. 
 You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices. 
 O Child of God, O Giver of life, 
 be glorified through all the world. Amen. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Spirit of God be with you. 
People And also with you. 

The celebrant prays the collect for the day to which the people respond Amen! 

THE LESSONS  the people sit. The lesson is concluded with the words: 

Reader God is still speaking, 
People Amen. We are still listening.  

PSALM  

THE GOSPEL  

Please stand for the reading of the Gospel, which is introduced by the following. 

Gospeller The Good News of Jesus Christ according to;  
People Glory to you, O Christ. 

The Gospel is concluded with the words. 

Gospeller This is the Good News of Christ. 
People Praise to you, O Christ.  

THE SERMON    

S ILENT MEDITATION  

Celebrant  Be still and aware of God’s presence within and all around.  
People  Be still and aware of God’s presence within and all around. (pause)  

Celebrant  Be still and aware of God. 
People  Be still and aware of God. (pause) 

Celebrant  Be still.  
People  Be still. (The bell is rung) 

  (After 5 minutes of silence the bell will be rung and the sequence reversed ) 
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THE CREED (Inspired by Tirechan’s creed and compiled from a variety of sources and the people of St. Michael’s 
Colorado Springs) 

 Our God is the Creator of all things, seen and unseen: 
Air, fire, water, and earth, 
Sun and moon, stars and galaxies, 
Mountains and valleys, rivers and streams. 

 Our God conceives and sustains all life on this earth we share: 
Trees and grasses, forests and plains; 
Animals and birds, reptiles and fish; 
All people and tribes, all races and creeds, 
Male and female, young and old, 
God created and shares life with us all 

 Our God is Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
Both from heaven and the womb of a young woman, he came.  
A temporal incarnation of eternal loving kindness, 
He lived as one of us, sharing our human nature, 
Befriending, teaching, healing, forgiving, and restoring. 
Betrayed, forsaken, and executed, 
He died and descended to the place of the dead. 

 Our God is the risen Christ who, rising from the dead, destroyed death. 
In his ascension, he has taken our humanity into the heart of God, 
And now everywhere present, reigns as Lord of all. 
His kingdom is without end. 

 Our God is the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, 
Life giving breath of beloved community, 
Inspiration of goodwill and compassion, 
The source of healing and forgiveness, 
And the courage to live the Way of Love in the world. 

 Our triune God, Creator, Risen Word, and Life-Giving Spirit, is one God! 
In this our God, we live and move and have our being. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOR LENT 

Celebrant God of truth and beauty, peace and justice, you have called your people throughout 
the ages to be faithful and stubbornly persist in proclaiming your love, even in the face 
of callousness indifference and blatant hate and greed. Amid the turmoil and deceit of 
our day let us pray for your Beloved Community and the world. 

Intercessor We pray for our spiritual leaders who exercise the authority of your Son, Jesus and call 
us to follow his way of love and truth.  

People We pray for Sean our presiding bishop, Diana our Bishop, Everett our priest, 
our staff and Vestry that they would know your presence in all that they do. 

Intercessor We pray for ourselves and fellow parishioners and our work together making your love 
tangible in our community. 

People Help us see and serve Christ in all people. 

Intercessor We pray for people who have refused to be silent before injustice; 
who have been repeatedly turned away but are not discouraged; 
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whose outrageous faith has caused the mighty to tremble; 
whose stubborn humor gives their sisters and brothers heart. 

People  Inspire us to see and serve Christ courageously in the world. 

Intercessor We pray for people who are discouraged and feeling hopeless; 
who are victims of tyranny, oppression, terror, and crime; 
or labor in vain to fulfill our greed and amoral wants; 
or are homeless and hungry; 
and all people whose cries have been ignored and unheard. 

People  Open our hearts to all people who despair. 

Intercessor We pray for world leaders who have the power to do good and will not; 
who attend to no other voice than their own; 
who dismiss the causes of oppression and ignore the plight of the powerless. 

People  Help us join with people of good will, regardless of creed or nationality, to 
fiercely stand firm in the face of tyranny and injustice. 

Intercessor  We hold in the light of God’s love people in our community who need healing and 
comfort especially (the names of people on our prayer list are added here) and people on our 
hearts this day (a moment of silence is kept for people to remember their loved ones either silent or 
aloud…) and we pray for first responders, medical workers, doctors, and scientists who 
work to keep us safe. 

People  Open our eyes to our shared humanity and accept our shared responsibility for 
the well-being of one another. 

Intercessor  We pray for people who have died especially (the names of people on our prayer list are added 
here) and people on our hearts today, (a moment of silence is kept for people to remember their 
loved ones either silent or aloud…)  and we pray for all who grieve the loss of loved ones. 

People  Warm our hearts with your grace so that we can warm the hearts of people who 
are dying or grieving the loss of people they love. 

Celebrant God of all mercy, keep us from a mindless acceptance of things as they are, 
and a longing for peace without the courage to work for justice, 
or praying for you to intervene when you have given us responsibility to act. 
Let us all know in the life-threatening pandemics of disease, poverty, racism,  
and violence there is an inner calm that comes from faith in you,  
and that from this central heart of peace,  
there may flow a creative and courageous compassion,  
a deep thirst for racial and gender justice,  
and a relentless proclamation of your love, 
to heal and reconcile your world in you, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

People Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Celebrant O God, you have searched me out and known me: 
People you know our going out and our coming in. 

Celebrant You made us in your image and entrusted us with the care of your creation. 
People  We broke your trust and try to hide our actions and very being from you, 

but you are acquainted with all our ways. 

Celebrant We will confess our failure to be who God intended us to be. 

   The people kneel and silence is kept.  

Celebrant  We will not conceal our wrongdoing. 
People Create in us clean hearts O God. 

We need your healing, give us true repentance. 
 Some sins are plain to us: our greed, disrespect, hate, apathy,  

 dishonesty, and lack of empathy and charity. 
 Some sins are less clear: our allegiance to economic and political systems 
   that oppress, demean, enslave, and pollute,  
   destroying human dignity and the beauty of your creation. 
 For the evil we see and do, for the evil we see yet are silent too,  
   and for the evil we do not see yet benefit from we pray: 
 Create in us clean hearts O God. 

And renew a right spirit within us to be your way of love in the world.  
Amen. 

Celebrant You who do truly and earnestly repent of your sins,  
and are in love and charity with your neighbors,  
and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of God,  
and walking from henceforth in God’s Holy ways: 
Draw near with faith, forgiving your neighbors as yourself, 
and in the mercy of God, Creator, Redeemer, and Life Giving Spirit  
receive the forgiveness of your sins. 

People  Amen! 

THE PEACE The people stand for the peace 

Celebrant The light in me greets the light in you. 

People The light in me greets the light in you. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

The people share God’s peace with one another. 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

Celebrant  I appeal to you beloved, in the light of God’s mercy, to present yourselves as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Celebrant The Spirit of God be with you. 

People And with your spirit. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them up to the Most High. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to our God. 
People It is right to offer God our thanks and praise.  

Celebrant In the beginning, you O God spoke the Word, and all things came into being.  
People We give you thanks for breathing your spirit into us, and we became living 

beings, fully human made in your image. 

Celebrant You gave us responsibility to care for your creation that in turn it would care for us. 
People But we betrayed your trust and turned against your goodness and one another. 

Celebrant Again and again you called us to return to you and your way of justice, mercy, and 
compassion. 

People But we continued to stray on the path of idolatry and greed of all kinds at other 
people’s expense. 

Celebrant In the fullness of time you sent your Son Jesus who, born of a woman, lived as one of 
us and experienced the temptations of this world. 

People But he remained faithful to you and your way of love even in the face and reality 
of death. 

Celebrant We murdered him and left him for dead. 
People But you raised him from death, destroying the power of death, and showing us 

that in all things you have the final word, and it is your word of life and love. 

Celebrant And so with all our sisters and brothers, before us and beside us, 
People   We join the heavenly choir of angels, archangels, and all your saints to praise 

and worship you from the depth of our souls for your unending goodness 
saying;  

People Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant Blessed are you, O God of all, your glory knows no bounds, and your love is without 
end. Blessed is Jesus our brother, who in his life, suffering and death, walks with us on 
the path of our world’s suffering. In raising him from the dead you revealed your glory 
and that you would have the last word, and it would be your word of love. 

  On the night that he was betrayed, as a sign of his love, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it and gave it to his disciples and 
said, “Take, eat, this is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
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  In the same way after supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

  We thank you that in your love you have made us worthy to offer you these gifts.  

People Loving God, through your goodness we have this bread and wine to offer,  
which earth has given and human hands have made.  

Celebrant  Send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts of bread and wine,  
that being sanctified by you, Almighty God,  
they become for us the body and blood of your son Jesus Christ our Lord.  

People Make us one in Christ and one with each other,  
as we offer you these gifts made holy, and with them ourselves,  
a single, holy, living sacrifice to you Almighty God, now and forever. AMEN! 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  Rev. Jim Cotter 
 Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
 Source of all that is and that shall be,  
 Father and Mother of us all, 
 Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
 The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
 The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
 Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
 Your commonwealth of peace and freedom  
  sustain our hope and come on earth. 
 With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
 In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
 In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
 From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
 From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
 For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen. 

THE FRACTION  

The celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  

Celebrant Jesus, be made known to us in the breaking of the bread. 
People  The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 

Celebrant The cup which we bless is a sharing in the blood of Christ. 
People  Happy are we who are called to this supper. 

A period of silence is kept. 

INVITATION TO RECEIVE COMMUNION 

Celebrant Come, you holy ones, receive this holy food,  
the body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ,  
knowing in your hearts that you are made in God’s image and that God alone,  
in Christ, has made you worthy to receive these gifts,  
and be hidden with Christ in the heart of God. 
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Spiritual Communion  

If some people will be participating online the following prayer would be appropriate to include them spiritually into the 
sacramental community.  

Celebrant  We remember people who are joining us online and are unable to physically share in 
this holy sacrament. Let us join with them as one community  
and pray the prayer of spiritual communion.  

People Beloved Jesus,  
we believe that you are truly present in the sacrament of the altar.  

 We long for you in our souls,  
 to know that we are in you and that you are in us.  
 Though some of us are physically isolated from your altar  

and the sacrament of your Body and Blood,  
 We all open our hearts to you and receive you into the depths of our being.  
 United with you and one another, help us know  
 that our lives are hid with you O Christ in the heart of God. Amen. 

Please come forward to the altar rail to receive communion.  
All who hunger for God, including children, are warmly invited to this table. The bread will be placed on your palm. 
Please grasp the bottom of the chalice and guide it to your lips. Those who do not wish to receive Communion are 
welcomed to come forward for a blessing, indicated by crossing your arms over your chest. Gluten-Free wafers are 
available for communion. Please indicate if you require gluten-free when you are at the rail. 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
People  O God of the high heavens, O Christ of the deep earth,  

O Spirit of the soaring mountains and flowing waters,  
O Trinity of love, you have fed us with your love,  

   and here we pledge our love to you. 

   As we take this Lenten journey,  
help us walk together as your Beloved Community  
with your love in our hearts, your truth in our minds,  
your strength in our wills,  
until, at the end of this journey,  
we find ourselves at the foot of the cross  
where your love was made known to the world  
in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

THE LENTEN BLESSING 

Celebrant God the Creator grant you grace to see yourself as God made you. 
God of Love grant you grace to value yourself as God values you.  
God of Life grant you grace to discover God’s purpose for you  

   and the courage to live it from the depths of your being. 

   And the Blessing of God Almighty, Creator, Redeemer, and Giver of Life  
   be with you, and all those whom you love, and struggle to love, now and forever.  
People  Amen. 
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THE DISMISSAL  

Celebrant I send you forth, forgiven, healed, and renewed.  
  In the goodness of God our Creator!  
  In the courage of Christ our Redeemer,  
  In the radiance of the Holy Spirit our Life,  
  And in the company of the angels, archangels, and all the saints,  
  To be Good News for the world. 

People We go in the beauty and mercy of God.  


